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?>ci)omfcerg, fames! am) William at Ca?tletoton. 

WHE many account^ given of the military movements about Dundalk in 

1689-1690 
are very unsatisfactory, seemingly based more on tradition 

than on the documents available. Let us try what can be made out 

of the latter, relying mainly on Bellingham (Williamite Diary, L.A.J., 
1905), Stevens (Jacobite Journal, L.A.J., 1906), Davis (Williamite), 

Story (Williamite): 
" 

A Jacobite Narrative," Dalrymp?e (Memoirs, Trinity Col. 

Library, Fugel 2, 4, 7-9). 
We take first Schomberg's army. Bellingham says simply : 1689?" Septr. 

7th. We came early this morning to Dundalk and encamped on the north side 
of the bridge." Story, is mere informative : 

" 
We encamped 

on this side of the 

town of Dundalk in a low moist ground having the town with the river Towards 
the west between us and the enemy, the sea towards the south, the Ne wry [Carling 
ford ?"] mountains to the east and towards the north were hills and bogs intermixt." 

Again he writes : 
" 

And on Sat. 7th we marched to Dundalk where the army en 

camped on a low moist ground nigh a mile short of the town." These extracts 
seem to show that Schomberg's army arriving from Newry encamped mainly on 

the low ground along the river from Rinan's Bridge to Lisdoo, but extending farther 

east, as we shall see. To choose such ground for a camp seems strange indeed at 

first sight, with high ground at hand both sides of the river. Yet there must have 
been good reasons for the choice, since 

" 
The Duke 

" 
was a commander second 

only to William himself. Those reasons shall appear farther on. Meanwhile let 
us follow the occurrences in Schomberg's camps. 

Septr. 16th : 
" 

The captain that commanded at Bedloe's Town, where we had 

a guard, if the enemy appeared was to march to the camp through Dundalk." (Story). 

Septr. 20th : 
" 

Leaving only 
a sergeant and twelve men at the gate that leads 

to Bedloe's castle." (Story)?i.e., the gate on the town wralls at the west end of 

Cam street lane?now John street. 

Septr. 22nd : 
" 

Great part of the army were marched beyond the town and 

encamped, 
some towards Bedloe's Castle, and some towords the shipping. Our 

ships lay in the mouth of the river . . anchored near the shore . . . and when 

the tide was out it was easy for the enemy to come down on that side and ruine 
them." (Story). 

Septr. 26th : Six Frenchmen for conspiracy 
were executed 

" 
upon a 

pair of 

gallows built for the purpose near the highway as we went from the camp to the 
town." (Story). This explains the name 

" 
Gallows Hall 

" 
on the road to Forkill, 

about half way between the junction of the Forkill and Carlingford roads and the 

railway bridge at Carnbeg or Sportsman's Hall. 
" 

Gallows Hall 
" 

is still remembered 
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SCHOMBERG, JAMES AND WILLIAM AT CASTLETOWN 39 

by name at least, as a last century tavern and dancing house. The map of Schom 

berg's camp in Dalton is copied from Story's map, and is therefore authentic. It 

places the army on high ground from the Big Bridge over Dowdall's Hill and Carn 

beg. It gives no indication that the great part?the greater part plainly from the 

diaries?lay along the river in low ground. Had all been posted on high ground, as 
shown on the map, Schomberg should not have reeled back baffled from 

" 
fatal 

Dundalk." 

The early days of October, 1689, 
saw a 

" 
certain liveliness 

" 
at Cas tie town. 

Bellingham writes : 
" 

October 4th?Several deserters came in and our men beat 

off a party of ye enemy who beat off our sentenells. Ye Duke rode off towards ye 
ships." Octr. 5th?" I rode with Commisary Sheeles to Castletown, and went 
after dinner with ye Duke towards ye enemy. 

. . . Three handsome young fellows 

deserted and came over to us."?Handsome is that traitor plays. 

Stephens (Jacobite) writes : 
" 

Octr. 4th 
. . . was sent out a detachment 

towards the mountains . . . to rescue some prisoners at Carlingford. They 
re 

turned the following day, without effecting anything, the enterprise being discovered 
to the enemy, of whom meeting some small party in the mountains they killed 14." 

Hence the 
" 

handsome 
" 

deserters ? 
" 

Octr. 20th?Several regiments removed 

from the far [east] side of the water to this [west], their camp being overflowed 
with water." {Bellingham). 

" 
Octr. 28th?The Duke rode out beyond Castletown, 

and viewed ye several camps." {Bellingham). 
From Dundealgan Schomberg must have had a splendid view of his camp 

both east and west of the river. Enda tried to recall the view and reconstruct the 
scene from the roof of Dundealgan Museum, but was unhappily foiled by the trees. 

Enda had hopes of claiming Schomberg as a dweller in Castletown Castle ; but can 

only place him for this single occasion among the great visitors to Dundealgan. 
Let us turn our gaze on King James. He made one 

big demonstration against 

Schomberg's army rotting 
on Moorland. On Septr. 21st, 1689, the whole Jacobite 

force moved from Affane, 
" 

and appeared before ye town [Dundalk] in great num 

bers . . . and made a great show of attacking our trenches." It proved only a 
" 

show," though Stevens crows over it exceedingly. Affane is represented by the 

present Bridge-a-fane?the middle syllable being always pronounced of the shortest 

by natives like the present writer. The Jacobite army 
" 

marched [from Affane 
to Ballybarrack] in two columns, the one over Affane and the other over Allards 

town Bridge." {Stevens). The latter is now known as the Wooden Bridge, on the 
western border of Stephenstown demesne. The former column would have marched 

straight on from Bridge-a-fane, by Rathroll and Cavan, their route opening on 
the present Dundalk-Louth highway on the Dundalk side of Dunbin. The latter 

would have marched by Rathiddy old road, meeting the present highway on the 

Knockbridge side of Dunbin. From this demonstration in force comes the tradition 
of James's camp in Ballybarrack ; but his army's stay there must be counted by 
hours. Story tells us King James in person was with the army on this occasion. 

We saw above that next day 
a great movement was made by Schomberg across 

the river and beyond Dundalk. 

On Sept. 20th, the eve of the demonstration in Ballybarrack, two thousand 
foot and fifteen hundred horse of James' army had gone beyond the mountains 
" 

to fall upon us in the rear 
" 

according to Story. Early in November, learning 
of the Jacobite retreat from Ardee, Schomberg decided to retire from Dundalk? 
"the enemy marching off, we thought it high time to do likewise." (Story). So 
on November 9th, 1689 

" 
the general marched this day from fatal Dundalk." 

{Bellingham). 
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" 
Waggons 

were ordered to be ready at the bridge-and next morning to carry 
them all to Carlingford and Newry. Next morning the poor men wrere brought 

down from all places towards the Bridge-end. The general was for some hours 

at that Bridge-end." (Story). Dalrymple is more picturesque :?Schomberg " 
stood himself many hours in the cold and rain, leaning upon a bridge, along which 

the long line of carriages filled with disabled soldiers passed in the sight of the general, 
to thank them for their services, to lament their distresses, to cherish their spirits 

. . . 

shaking with age, but more with the strength of affection." This delightful vignette 
is not a picture of a man of blood and iron. By his dramatic action on the Big 

Bridge Schomberg recovered at a stroke the greatest of his losses before Dundalk? 

the affection of his army. 

Dalrymple is severe on Schomberg for camping on low ground, and not ad 

vancing against James. On the second point he makes a good defence by printing 
some of 

" 
The Duke's 

" 
despatches to King William. They are dignified and candid, 

and must be taken without a grain of salt, for Schomberg had proved himself no 

eye-server. At the age of seventy, for the sake of his religious convictions, he had 

left the service of the French king, in which he had risen to fame, and had offered 
his sword to the Prince of Orange. He defends his inaction by the superiority 
of the enemy in men and munitions. His men could not march two days, 

" 
half 

of them being barefooted." Then he could not forget that a kingdom was at stake. 
" 

If we did not succeed your Majesty's army would be lost beyond resource." " 
There is reason to fear that if we hazarded all for all, and had not succeeded the 

enemy would have been immediately masters of all Ireland." 

Why did not James attack Schomberg ? Well, for much the same reasons. 
" 

The enemy," says Dalrymple, 
" 

encamped upon the adjacent heights, and con 

tinually shifting their station, enjoyed exercise, air, and health." 

" 
The Irish at last sat down in a camp [Affane] near his, and falling into the 

same state of inactivity 
were afflicted with the same diseases." -Contrary to popular 

opinion the failure of James' army cannot be attributed to incompetence or coward 

ice, in this instance. Strange to say, Schomberg in a despatch to William bears 
witness for the abilities of his opponents. 

" 
In all this I believe an abler man would 

be embarassed, for the enemy are not only strong in numbers, but also well dis 

ciplined, and the situation of their camps as well chosen as the ablest generals could 

contrive." So his great opponent would hardly admit that Tyrconnell was a mere 

court intriguer and trickster. If Schomberg was weighed down by the hazard of 
a crown, with much more reason might James. 

" 
The Jacobite narrative 

" 
at least excuses James in picturesque and up-to 

date terms : 
" 

Others have vindicated the King from any error committed by him 
in not agressing [Schomberg's army] plunged in earth." No wonder the old French 
fox was not to be drawn by James on Ballybarrack Hill, even in spite of 

" 
some 

of our horse and dragoons making up very close to the passes [at Castletown] upon 
the river that covered the enemies', who kept themselves very close, not appearing 
at all without their entrenchments, which were strong and well backed with cannon 

and lined with musketiers?their being no possibility of forcing their works." After 
this Hindenburg himself is only a plagiarist. 

This brings us to the question, why did Schomberg camp in low ground ? The 
answer is simplicity itself. To guard the fords on the river at Castletown, of which 

we shall see more when dealing with William's advance. So it was no blunder of 

Schomberg's, but sheer necessity. The pleasant meadows of Moorland give us no 

idea of their state in the days of these campaigns. Modern drainage has narrowed 
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the river and dried up the swamps. The breadth of the river and the condition 
of the adjoining lands at this time may be gathered from a glance at the site of the 

Big Bridge in Dalton's map of 1655, or in Louthiana, 1757. 
The Jacobite Narrative condemns James for not pursuing Schomberg on his 

retreat?a remarkable failure surely, the more so, as 
Story tells us, that on Schom 

berg's departure : 
" 

The enemy retreated towards Dundalk which they had posse 
ssion of within an hour after we had left it." 

The new year brought a visitor of distinction. 
" 

Sir John Lanier marched 

again on the 15th [February] towards Dundalk, with a party of 1,000 horse ; he 
came before the place early next morning, which the enemy had fortified very re 

gularly, and placing 
some of his men near the works on the north-east side towards 

the bridge he sent a party of Colonel Levensin's dragoons across the river who took 
Bedloe's Castle." (Story). 

The very ghosts of Schomberg's army, that must have blanched the face of 
our gentle river, having had time to vanish, King James courageously appeared at 

Dundealgan. 

1690?" Tuesday, 17th June. Our [Jacobite] headquarters were at Castle 
Bellue. . . . The army encamped 

on the side of a hill on the left of the headquarters 

facing Newry. The town of Dundalk within a mile of the right, the river at a con 
siderable distance before us." (Stevens). Story writes : 

" 
About the 19th or 20th 

the enemies army came and encamped beyond the river [west] at Dundalk all along 
where our last camp had been the year before." Story's map shows that Schomberg 
had a great camp west of the river, but apparently near the bridge, with only small 

forces at Castletown, as we saw. 

Thus James chose his position like Schomberg, but on higher ground, with the 
idea of holding the fords by which William was expected to cross, and did event 

ually. 
" 

Wednesday, 18th. The Duke of Tyrconnell's and Ld. Galway's regiments 
of horse came into the field and encamped the ist on the right and the other on 
the left of the first line." (Stevens). King James was with them, as Gore's letter 
of June 19th, 1690, says (L.A.J., 1906, p. 96), 

" 
Their King is at Dundalk." 

" 
Tuesday ye 20th. The French and the other regiments coming up, the whole 

army decamped, the first line pitching their tents on the top of the hill, which before 
were not so regular, along the sides of it, and stretched out the line a considerable 

space to the left. The second line also moved several! regiments, being from the 

first into the second." (Stevens). 

But King William was now towering on the Moyree Pass : and the shadow of 
the giant was darkening the bosom of the river. James seemed to fear that the 

very waters would recede and the fords fall to the echo of the tramp of his rival. 

King James had no vision of the rivers of Louth rising to overwhelm his foes, unlike 
Cuchullin in his straits, when, 

" 
one could not see the fords for the waters." 

" 
Monday, 23rd [June]. The whole army prepared to march early in the morn 

ing and moved about noon." So James literally 
" 

marched up the hill and then 
marched down again." Nor did he dally on the way. 

" 
June 23rd. The officer 

[Williamite] commanding sent a trooper beyond Bedloe's castle, from thence he 
could see a great dust, towards a 

place called Knockbridge, by which he understood 

that the enemy were marching off towards Ardee." (Story). 

Reluctantly enough we must put James down as the most exalted resident 
of Castletown Castle?his headquarters for those brief days. Strange is it not 
that of all men King James should provide the greatest military display ever staged 

G 
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on Dundealgan Hill?some twenty thousand men playing their part in it. 

James outshone Cuchullain, Conor, Brian himself on that historic ground. O'Connell's 

meeting alone eclipsed in numbers the army of James. But the voice is mightier 
than the sword and more attractive. The older generation just passed away used 

to point out a tree in Castletown Castle grounds, under which the King's army camped, 
which could only refer to his guards. There is a tree near the castle, yet big enough 
to shade numbers. 

1690, June 22nd. 
" 

Our [Williamite] men fell into an ambuscade ... at a 

narrow pass upon a bog nigh a place called the Four mile house." (Story). It may 
interest some readers to get an account of this place, though not directly concerning 
this paper. 1689?" On Saturday the 7th [Sept.] the army [Schomberg's] marched 
to Dundalk, on our way thither we found two redouts nigh a 

place called the Four 

Mile House ; for Mar?chal de Rose . . . 
finding it a convenient pass, he ordered it 

to be defended, at the same time commanding these redouts to be made. 

for there are vast mountains on each hand and a bog between them through which 

there was 
only 

a causeway with a 
deep ditch, and a small stone bridge about the 

middle of it. . . . This place was formerly very woody and was fortified by ONeale 

Earl of Tyrone against Sir Christopher Blount, Lord Deputy, which he found great 
difficulty in passing, but next year he built a fort some two miles nearer.Dundalk 

called Moyery Castle." (Story.) 
" 

The Jacobite Narrative" thinks James should have defended O Neal's cause 

way against William instead of halting at Castletown. 
" 

But if the King had pro 
ceeded four miles further to the nigher end of the long causeway that runs through 
the middle of a great bog at a 

place called Four-mile House, as being within four 

miles to Newry and as many to Dundalk, the moiety of his army with good manage 
ment could have stopped the enemy, whereby he would have been forced to take 
a fatiguing march to either of the two passes in the County of Armagh." 

This causeway is shown, and is a 
striking feature on some old maps. It passed 

through the Bog of Dun-a-ree in the parish of Jonesboro' and now forms the rail 

way embankment I understand. I read a tale which made St. Patrick spend 
a 

night 
in the fort of Dun-a-ree, but unfortunately I have lost the reference. In place of 

it the story of a Louth youth's Adventure in the Bog of Dun-a-ree may prove of 

interest, as told by him to his son. 
" 

A 
' 

Lordship 

' 
farmer used to make his turf 

on Dun-a-ree bog, and engaged a man of the neighbourhood to guard it. When 

the time came to draw home the turf, thieves were found to be taking their share. 

So a happy thought struck the Lordship man ; he asked his son about sixteen years 
of age to let himself be built into a 

' 
clamp 

' 
of turf, to discover the thieves. 

During the night the caretaker came with his ass and creels to fill his load. The 

boy shouted and the thief, seeing no one about, ran for his life from the ghost ; 
there was no more turf stolen." This story of real life was dated about A.D. 1826. 

The Moyree Pass, O'Donovan says in the Armagh O.S. Letters, was the old 

road from Jonesboro' crossing the river called 
" 

Abhain Docthur," (Tochair?) 
as an 

old native named it to Enda, at the 
" 

Ath," right under Moyree Castle. So the 

plain of kings would be the surrounding flat territory of South Armagh. 
Of William's arrival at Dundalk Davis writes : 

" 
27th June [1690]. We marched 

from Newry 
over the Pass at Moyra. About ten of the clock we saw Dundalk, 

and passing the river near Bedlow Castle and going over the ground of the last 

encampment [Schomberg's] we pitched a mile beyond the town where King James 
lay last year." Here the writer mistakes the demonstration by James on 

Bally 
barrack for his camp at Bridge-a-fane. Lord Macauley writes : 

" 
The English 

This content downloaded from 185.44.79.62 on Sun, 15 Jun 2014 11:21:00 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


SCHOMBERG, JAMES AND WILLIAM AT CASTLETOWN 43 

halted one night near the ground on which Schomberg's camp had been pitched 
the preceding year." W'ell Ballybarrack is not far from Schomberg's camp on 

Castletown river and Dowdall's Hill. So Macaulcy may be read as agreeing with 

Davis. 

Story writes : 
" 

On the 27th we marched through Dundalk and encamped 
about a mile beyond it "?on Ballybarrack?Bellingham writes : 

" 
June 27th. 

Dundalk ... 
ye town is wholly desolate, but strongly fortified, no inhabitants 

left but Captain Bolton and his wife, and both stript." 

Thus we can claim King William as the greatest of all visitors to Castletown, 

though we cannot assert that he resided there even for a night. It is not certain 

where he spent his night at Dundalk. William 
" 

never laid out of the camp except 
on his journey from Carrick to Dublin after that during his stay in Ireland." (Story). 

The assertion of Davis is plain 
: that William's army crossed the river at Castle 

town, 
" 

near Bedlow's Castle." The fords on the river are well known yet?one 
at Salt Town, just under the gate of Castletown graveyard ; the other farther up 
right before Castletown Castle ; it is called 

" 
The Limestone ford," both connecting 

Moorland with Castletown. So it is through the camp on Moorland that William's 

army marched : 
" 

going over the ground of the last encampment." 

A question of interest is, why did not William's army cross the Big Bridge, 
which, strange to say, seems to have survived those campaigns. If the bridge 

were 

still in existence, it had the town 
" 

strongly fortified 
" 

behind it. Though James 
had retreated, a wary general like William would hardly trust appearances, or 

delay to prove that the town was not still held in some fashion by the enemy. 

But was the bridge there in 1690 ? On Dalton's map of 1655 it is indicated 

by dotted lines, as if it had yet to be built. On the map of 1675 a bridge of four 
arches is shown, and on that of 1680 one of three arches. In Loiithiana it is shown 

in ruins in 1757. It is hard to imagine the Jacobite generals leaving it undisturbed 
to bring their enemies across. Yet Schomberg used it for his retreat, and Lanier 

approached it in February, 1690, without a word being said of its destruction. One 
would think Schomberg ought to have destroyed it to prevent pursuit. Nor is 
it easy to find any necessity for its destruction between 1690 amd 1757 when it was 

undoubtedly gone. It was 
really 

a 
splendid structure extending from the present 

bridge to the junction of the Carlingford and Fcrkill roads, supported, old people 
used to say, by some fourteen arches, several of which can still be traced crossing 
under the road. From it the present pigmy structure inherits its misnomer? " 

The Big Bridge." 

Those were great if terrific days for Le Cam St. Lane? now John Street, of 
which we got a glimpse in a former number of the L.A.J. It was the highway to 
Castletown, the present Castletown road being then a marsh or part of the river 

bed. Le Cam St. Lane led out to Castletown gate on the town walls, and must 

have echoed to the tramp of the armies of Schomberg, James and William, as of 

innumerable expeditions before them. The lane appears as a rather open space 
on the map of 1655 m Dalton. It is a well built street, with a marked curve on that 

of 1680. It bears no name on either. On the map of 1675 it does not appear at 

all. 

We saw in a former number that Camp Street had not its name from a camp 
of William there. He had, in fact, no camp in Dundalk, as his army passed straight 
on to Ballybarrack, where the tradition of the King's camp is really of William's. 
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The traces of Schomberg's lines on the new Fair Green, referred to by Dalton, 
are mythical. The Fair Green was then probably under water, or at least over 

flowed by the tide, if not in part within the walls of the fown. On Story's map in 
Dalton the 

" 
retrenchments 

" 
are on the Castletown side of the town and beside 

them the Inniskillings, who, Story writes, arrived on Sept. 16th, 1689, 

" 
and en 

camped towards the north-west of the town, but within the trenches on very safe 

ground." 

Mr. Redmond Magrath had a book entitled : 
" 

Schomberg's Despatches from 
his camp before Dundalk," written in both French and English. No trace of it 
can be found in the Dublin public libraries, or in catalogues of other libraries. A docu 

ment of great interest is 
" 

A Letter from Schomberg's Camp : giving an account 
of the condition of the English and Irish armies." (British Museum, London, 40). 

Enda. 
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